A case of carcinoid tumor of the middle ear producing peptide hormones.
We report 6th case of carcinoid tumor of the middle ear in a 16-year-old man. The clinical, histologic, immunohistochemical and ultrastructural features are discussed. The tumor in the attic and the tympanic cavity was successfully excised by radical mastoidectomy. Microscopically, the argyrophilic property and neurosecretory granules which are characteristic of carcinoid tumor were found in the cytoplasm of tumor cells. Furthermore, peptide hormones were confirmed immunohistochemically in this case. This tumor should be considered in the differential diagnosis when biologically lowgrade tumor with glandular and trabecular architectures are encountered in the middle ear.